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Å Data Information Literacy

Å Research Data Support Services in Social Sciences Librarianship

Å Community Engagement in Academic Libraries



What are government 

documents exhibits?

Simply put, a way to 

promote government 

information! 

Endangered Data Week 2019, University of Montana Montana State University-Billingsõ 60th Anniversary in the FDLP 



Why Bother with Exhibits?

·Highlight gems in your collection

ƁBuilds advocacy for belonging in FDLP

·A direct way to inform public of libraryõs status as a 
Depository

·Demystifies government information/documents

· Builds partnerships

·The goal of an exhibit òis to transform some aspect of the 
visitorõs interests, attitudes, or values affectively, due to the 
visitorõs discovery of some level of meaning in the objects or 
content on displayéó

· For Academic Libraries:  furthers the university's educational 
mission. 

1. Barry Lord and Maria Piacente, Manual of Museum Exhibitions (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2014), 12. 
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Steps Involved

·Brainstorming (week-month-years?)
ƁWhatõs trending?
ƁBuild upon feedback

ƁConsult past exhibit examples and be 
cognizant of relevant and recurring 
events/holidays

·Curating 

·Designing

·Implementation

·De-installation



Brainstorming Process

·Develop main idea

·Decide on theme

·Decide which objects to 

incorporate

·Develop the narrative



Brainstorming

Some questions to ponder

ƁWhat meanings do we wish to communicate?

ƁTo whom do we intend to communicate these meanings?

ƁWhat are the most appropriate means of communication these meanings?

3. Resources for Inspiration
#1: https://www.fdlp.gov/promotion

#2: https://libguides.fdlp.gov/coordinator-calendar

#3: Government Documents Display Clearinghouse 

https://cornerstone.lib.mnsu.edu/lib-services-govdoc-displays/

1. Comment boxes

2. Trending news

1. Barry Lord and Maria Piacente, Manual of Museum Exhibitions (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2014), 15. 
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Amplify Hidden Voices

·What is in the òspotlightó? Why?

·How is the story told?

·Do we have our implicit biases checked?

·The words used are important for 
everyoneõs understanding of material 
presented; the words chosen will impact 
how people understand the exhibit. 

ƁQuestion why we feel uncomfortable with 
addressing certain issues.



Donõt forget about logisticsé

Å A lot of this is dependent on your libraryõs 
policies (especially with regards to space).

Å Space requirements?

Å Are you using existing display cases? Considering 
buying display cases? Plastic book stands?

Å Doesnõt have to be a financial burden. Consider 
using book carts,  tables, etc. 

Å Reminder: Seek advice from colleagues who have 
experience developing/planning exhibits in your 
workplace!



Protecting Documents

·Be mindful of light

ƁLight can be harmful for objects on displayñtry to 
keep at minimum.

·Documents with binding

ƁIf shown open, ill-advised to lay out flat in 180° angle; 
consider using book cradles, clear book strips, easels

·Protecting Paper and Book Collections During 
Exhibition (NEDCC): https://www.nedcc.org/free-
resources/preservation-leaflets/2.-the-
environment/2.5-protecting-paper-and-book-
collections-during-exhibition

https://www.nedcc.org/free-resources/preservation-leaflets/2.-the-environment/2.5-protecting-paper-and-book-collections-during-exhibition


Curating Content/Resources

·Search catalogñuse 

your librarian hat!

·Browse stacks

ƁLarge portions of 

collection may not be 

cataloged and 

embedded in your 

OPAC



Curating Content/Resources

·Be mindful of SuDocstems and numbers

ƁThe ò.2ó General Publications category class

¶These are generally one-time publications that do 

not belong in specific series/categories. For some 

agencies, ò.2ó miscellaneous documents can act as 

treasure troves.

¶Examples:

¶C 9.2: = Bureau of Lighthouses General Publications

¶A 1.2 = Department of Agriculture General Publications



Curating Content/Resources

·Get organized! Use spreadsheets/tools to 

help keep track of projects

ƁSome useful fields to consider:

¶SuDoc#

¶Item description

¶Agency name

ƁTools

¶Excel

¶Google Sheets: https://www.google.com/sheets

¶Airtable: https://airtable.com

https://www.google.com/sheets
https://airtable.com/


Design

·Components:

ƁPlacement of government documents

ƁPlacement of accompanying items

ƁImages

ƁGraphic design

·Partner with co-workers if youõre able to

ƁBe sure to provide them with text, dimensions, 
and any accompanying images/graphics

ƁIs there  anyone on your team who does social 
media postings? Graphic design?



The Display

Government Documents 

Signage & Labels

Graphics

Accompanying Objects



Rememberé 

government documents 

can supplement and 

complement!

(Doesnõt always have to 

be the centerpiece)


